Ij6                     MODERN BRITAIN

Britain is still an aristocratic type of society. Writing just before
the beginning of our period Walter Bagehot, in his book The
English Constitution, described us as a 'deferential society'. The
poor were content to be voteless and to leave the parliamentary
franchise to the middle classes; the middle classes preferred to
elect as ALP.s members of the upper classes; and an upper class
House of Commons was content to see the cabinet filled with
members of the old nobility. Things have changed a good deal
since then. None the less, a hundred and four Old Etonians were
elected to the House of Commons in 1935, and even in the most
wealthy of Conservative constituencies, such as Bournemouth,
the great majority of the electors must be wage-earning people
and their wives. This seems to show that in many parts of
Britain, the so-called 'working' classes still prefer to entrust their
political fortunes to members of the so-called cupper' classes.1
Even the Labour party has chosen as its present (1941) leader
an Old Haileyburian.

Communists and Fascists. All this points to the fact that we are
on the whole a contented nation. Another proof of this is the
failure of the rival parties of violence and revolution, the Com-
munists and Fascists, to gam any considerable following. There
has never been more than one Communist at a time in the House
of Commons, as compared with 100 in the German parliament
just before the rise of Hitler and 80 in the French parliament
during the years immediately before the second great war. The
Fascists have never contested an election. They made a stir for
a few months in 1934 with organized and deliberately provocative
processions through the more socialistic regions of London, but
after an Act had been passed forbidding the wearing of political
uniforms their activities died down. Their founder, Mosley, is
not like Mussolini or Hitler a leader sprung from the working
classes but a very wealthy member of the old landowner class.

Decrease of drunkenness. One of the most obvious moral
changes of the last fifty years has been the decrease in drunken-
ness. It would be true to say that tea rather than beer was now

1 It may be said that Old Etonians, being wealthy, have a better chance
pf entering on parliamentary life than others. This is true. The point
is that in each of these constituencies the electorate were free to choose
between an Old Etonian and some one else, and choose the Old Etonian,
(The author was not educated at Eton.)